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masonic relations with the King, and had only been
offered place in December during the difficulties which
attended the completion of the administration. The King
had doubts of Count Eulenburg's practical command of
the administrative detail belonging to the Home depart-
ment, and was disposed to give him the Ministry of Com-
merce, that of Agriculture to Itzenplitz, the Home Office
to Selchow. I explained to him at large that, in respect of
practical knowledge of departmental work, Eulenburg and
Selchow were pretty much on a par, and that in any case
that was to be looked for rather from their advisers than
from themselves, that in this case I laid more stress on per-
sonal endowments, address, and knowledge of men than on
antecedent technical training. I was willing to allow that
Eulenburg was indolent and fond of pleasure, but on the
other hand he was judicious and ready, and if as Minister
of the Interior he should by-and-by be called upon to
stand foremost in the breach, the need of defending him-
self and returning the blows which he received would spur
him into activity. The King at last gave in to me, and
to-day I still think that in the circumstances my selection
was right; for however I may myself have from time to
time suffered by my friend Eulenburg's want of industry
and conscientiousness, yet when he was in the mood for
work he was an able coadjutor, and he was always a well-
bred gentleman, though not entirely devoid of jealousy
and touchiness in regard to me. When he was called
upon for more continuous, more self-denying, more stren-
uous exertions than ordinary, he would fall a prey to ner-
vous disorders. At all events he and Roon were the most
eminent members of the ministry of conflict.

Roon, however, was the only one of my later colleagues